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12 tips for Dreamweaver 4.0

By Kim Wimpsett
(2/16/01)

Design your pages
Whether you like to work in the new code editor or use the standard
view to visually design your pages, these tips will help you build your
site.

1. Stretch your site
Some developers call it liquid; here at CNET we call it stretchy. It's the
quality that lets your Web page change as a user resizes the browser
window, so that there's no white space when the window is large or
scrollbars when it's small. Most simple pages are stretchy by nature, but
creating stretchy pages is difficult when you have multiple columns and
tables. You'll typically want to use a mixture of fixed-width columns
and spacer GIFs to create a design that will work in both Internet
Explorer and Netscape Navigator. Dreamweaver 4.0 makes designing
stretchy pages easy.

Open your page and switch to Layout view by using the button on the
Object palette. You'll see the column width and a tiny drop-down arrow
at the top of each column. Click the arrow on the column you want to
make stretchy and choose Make Column Autostretch. (Only one
column can be set to autostretch.) Instead of the number showing the
width, you'll now see a wavy line at the top of the column.
Dreamweaver automatically creates the spacer GIFs, which are denoted
by the double bar on top of the column and are necessary to make this
layout work. (If it's the first time that you're adding a spacer GIF to a
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site, a dialog box will ask if you want to use an existing spacer GIF, let
Dreamweaver create one, or not use spacer GIFs at all.)

2. Create a personal color caddy
The new Assets panel in Dreamweaver 4.0 is a way to organize your
files according to type--graphics, templates, and so on--within your site.
Once you define your site (Site · New Site), all of these types of
elements are automatically added to the proper tabs in the Assets panel.
The panel also has a Color tab where it stores all of the colors in your
site, including colors for text, backgrounds, and links. It's a site-specific
color palette just for you. To see the palette, open the Assets panel
(Window · Assets) and click the tiny color wheel on the left. You'll see
a list of all the colors within your site. You can drag those colors to
selected text. Better yet, when you highlight a particular color, its
hexadecimal value and its RGB number appear. And if you want to
narrow your site's color palette further, you can do so by adding only
certain colors to the Favorites section of the Assets panel. Just highlight
the color and click the bottom, rightmost button (called Add to
Favorites) in the window.

3. Create a pop-up navigation system
Creating a pop-up menu navigation system can take a lot of JavaScript
coding. But if you have the Dreamweaver/Fireworks Studio, you can
make quick work of it. Start within Fireworks and select a hot spot or
slice within your image. Then choose Insert · Pop-Up Menu; in the Set
Pop-Up Menu dialog box, you can add items to your menu by entering
the item name and clicking the Plus button. You can set the menu's text
and links as well as create submenus and rearrange items. When you're
finished, click Next to set the preferences such as color, font, and so on.
You can choose to show the menu system in HTML or as images. Click
Finish and you'll see an outline of the menu system when you mouse
over the original hot spot or slice. When you export the file, Fireworks
creates all the HTML, JavaScript, and images needed for the file to
work in Dreamweaver. There are even more ways that Dreamweaver
can integrate with other products.
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12 tips for Dreamweaver 4.0

By Kim Wimpsett
(2/16/01)

Integrate with other products
One of the coolest aspects of Dreamweaver is its integration with other
Macromedia products. The program offers full-featured, round-trip
graphics editing with Fireworks, and now you can create Flash text and
Flash buttons within Dreamweaver, too.

4. Animate GIFs
If you have the Dreamweaver/Fireworks Studio, you'll have an
unprecedented level of integration between the two products. Even if
you're not a graphics designer, you'll probably want to animate a GIF
occasionally. To animate a graphic that's already in a page, select the
graphic while in the standard window and click the Edit button in the
Property Inspector. The graphic will automatically be loaded into
Fireworks, which is your default graphics editor if you have the Studio
bundle. (If you look closely, you'll notice the Editing From
Dreamweaver text and images that signal you initiated the editing from
Dreamweaver.) Now working in Fireworks, select the graphic and
choose Modify · Animate · Animate Selection. Next, complete the
preferences in the Animate dialog box, choosing how many frames the
animation will have, the direction in which it will move, and so on. You
can use the Frames panel to set the speed of the animation and the
Object panel to change the properties. To export the file, use the
Optimize panel to select Animated GIF as the file type. Click Done, and
Fireworks automatically exports the image with the optimization
settings, updates the GIF file, and displays the updated file in
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Dreamweaver. Click File · Preview in Browser to check out your nifty
animation.

5. Add a flashy button
Dreamweaver lets you create and add Flash button objects--without
even owning Flash. Version 4.0 ships with a number of premade Flash
button objects that make up different styles of buttons. Select Insert ·
Interactive Images · Flash Button to see the different styles. Within
this dialog box, you can even mouse over the sample of each style and
see how it will animate within a browser. Highlight the style you want
to use and fill in any other parameters that you'd like, such as the button
text, font, color, or customized file name. Click OK. The SWF file will
be created and inserted into your page. If you click it, you'll see that the
Property Inspector displays the file's properties. And if you expand the
Property Inspector, you can click the Play button to preview the
button's action without going to a browser.

6. Make moving text
Adding Flash text objects is just as easy as adding Flash buttons to your
pages. Again, with Dreamweaver 4.0's new capabilities, you don't even
have to own Flash. HTML coders who have no interactive media
experience can create small Flash-based text animations. As Flash can
be viewed by 97 percent of Web surfers (according to Macromedia),
this adds interactivity to your pages without creating compatibility
problems. To begin, choose Insert · Interactive Images · Flash Text.
Fill in all the preferences, such as the text to animate; the font, color,
and size; and so on.
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12 tips for Dreamweaver 4.0

By Kim Wimpsett
(2/16/01)

Customize the interface
You can customize Dreamweaver to your heart's content. These three
tips will help you set up the app to suit yourself.

7. Change keyboard shortcuts
Dreamweaver has been customizable and extensible for quite some
time. For instance, you can change menus just by programming or
adding your own objects. But you don't have to be a master developer
to change the keyboard shortcuts, because Dreamweaver ships with a
graphical interface called the Keyboard Shortcut Editor. Select Edit ·
Keyboard Shortcuts and wait for the dialog box to load with the sets
of shortcuts that you can tweak. To alter a shortcut, use the Current Set
and Commands drop-down lists to find the existing command that you
want to change. Highlight the current shortcut, and it appears in the
Shortcuts field. To add a shortcut, click the Plus button and enter the
new keystrokes that you want to use, which will be entered in the Press
Key field. Click Change. You can also remove a shortcut by
highlighting it and clicking the Minus button.

8. Reconfigure the Site window's columns
By choosing View · File View Columns from within the Site window,
you can customize what and how columns appear in the Site view.
Highlight a column name and use the up or down arrows to rearrange
where it appears, or deselect the Show field to hide that column
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altogether. You can even create new columns by clicking the Plus
button and giving your new column a name. You can also associate
your column with a Design Note by choosing an existing Note in the
drop-down list.

9. Actually read the Code Reference
When you launch the O'Reilly Code Reference (Window · Reference)
to check on, say, attributes or browser compatibility, the default
window displays the reference in tiny text. But if you click the tiny
right-arrow button at the upper right corner of the window (just below
the Close button), you'll see a drop-down list where you can choose
from Small Font (the default), Medium Font, or Large Font. Choosing a
larger font makes the code reference that much more helpful: now you
don't need a magnifying glass to read it!

Three ways to extend the dream 

●   Design your pages 

●   Integrate with other

products 

●   Customize the interface 

●   Extend Dreamweaver 

Kim Wimpsett is the creator of soma.about.com and contributes
frequently to CNET Builder.com.
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Extend Dreamweaver
The Macromedia Exchange for Dreamweaver has seen more than 1
million downloads since its debut in April 2000. Extensions, developed
and exchanged by Dreamweaver users, let you add functionality to the
program, and they're usually offered for free. All you have to do is
register with the site to download them. We've picked three of our
favorite extensions.

10. Add fiery buttons
Tip 5 showed you how to add Flash buttons to Dreamweaver, which
ships with 20 premade button styles. You can also add Fireworks
buttons, and an extension will help you do it quickly. Go to the
Exchange for Dreamweaver, search for "InstaGraphics Extensions for
Dreamweaver," and download the 577K file for your system. To install
it, switch to Dreamweaver and select Commands · Manage
Extensions, then choose File · Install Extension. Once you restart
Dreamweaver, you can add Fireworks buttons with six funky styles,
from Surfboard to Bulletbar, by using the Insert · Interactive Images ·
Fireworks Button command. You can also use Commands · Convert
Bullets To Images and Commands · Convert Text To Images, both
of which will automatically run Fireworks for you.

11. You're my favorite!
You'll find the Add To Favorites extension by searching the Exchange.
The tiny 3K file downloads quickly, and you use the same steps to

   

Newcomer seeks
Dreamweaver tips
I'm trying to teach myself
Dreamweaver and Fireworks
and Flash and would
appreciate some simple tips
on the following...
In Builder Buzz

 

 

Dreamweaver 4.0 review
From CNET Web Building
Top 5 Dreamweaver
extensions
From CNET Web Building
Dreamweaver Help
Center
From CNET Help.com

12 tips for Dreamweaver 4.0 - Web Building - CNET.com

http://home.cnet.com/webbuilding/0-3881-8-4363450...l?tag=st.bl.3881-8-4363450-4.txt.3881-8-4363450-5 (1 von 3) [24.02.2001 18:07:25]

http://home.cnet.com/frontdoor/0-1.html?tag=st.cn.3881-ron.sb.1
http://home.cnet.com/news/0-1002.html?tag=sb
http://home.cnet.com/hardware/0-1016.html?tag=sb
http://home.cnet.com/downloads/0-10000.html?tag=sb
http://home.cnet.com/webbuilding/0-3880.html?tag=sb
http://www.gamecenter.com/?tag=st.cn.3881-ron.sb.gc
http://home.cnet.com/exredirect/template/1,10048,,00.html?tag=ex.cn.3881-ron.sb.7067&destURL=http%3A%2F%2Fjobs%2Ecnet%2Ecom%2F
http://home.cnet.com/exredirect/template/1,10048,,00.html?tag=ex.cn.3881-ron.sb.au&destURL=http%3A%2F%2Fauctions%2Ecnet%2Ecom%2F
http://home.cnet.com/shopping/0-1257.html?tag=sb
http://home.cnet.com/exredirect/template/1,10048,,00.html?tag=ex.cn.3881-ron.sb.hp&destURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ehelp%2Ecom%2F
http://home.cnet.com/go/to?tag=ex.cn.1.sb.email&destURL=http://www.email.com/%3Fsr=st.cn.sb
http://home.cnet.com/frontdoor/0-1.html?st.3881.3881-ron.yhed.1
http://home.cnet.com/cgi-acc/clickthru.acc?clickid=0000e4bde7a6e2f800000000&edition=cnet&adt=001:00:100&category=1:3880:3881:&site=CN&url=http%3A%2F%2Fad%2Edoubleclick%2Enet%2Fjump%2FN884%2Ecnet%2Ecom%2FB31220%2E3%3Bsz%3D468x60%3Bord%3D2001.02.24.09.06.35%3F
http://home.cnet.com/frontdoor/0-1.html?tag=bc
http://home.cnet.com/webbuilding/0-3880.html?tag=stbc.gp
http://home.cnet.com/webbuilding/0-3881.html?tag=stbc.gp
http://home.cnet.com/webbuilding/0-3880.html?tag=st.bl.3881.fixed.3880
http://buzz.builder.com/cgi-bin/WebX?14@@
http://home.cnet.com/webbuilding/0-7255.html?tag=st.bl.3881.fixed.7255
http://home.cnet.com/webbuilding/0-3880-8-4170752-1.html?tag=st.bl.3881.fixed.3880-8-4170752-1
http://webservices.cnet.com/adredir.asp?cobrand=Builder&URL=http://webservices.cnet.com/html/aisles/Web_Hosting.asp?tag=ex.bl.3881.fixed.ws_hosting
http://home.cnet.com/webbuilding/0-3881-8-4363450-1.html?tag=st.bl.3881-8-4363450-5.txt.3881-8-4363450-1
javascript:openEmail('http://www.builder.com/feedback.html', 'emailForm');
http://www.macromedia.com/exchange/dreamweaver/
http://home.cnet.com/webbuilding/0-3881-8-4363450-3.html?tag=st.bl.3881-8-4363450-5.txt.3881-8-4363450-3
http://home.cnet.com/webbuilding/0-3881-8-4363450-15.html?tag=st.bl.3881-8-4363450-5.txt.3881-8-4363450-15
http://home.cnet.com/webbuilding/0-3881-8-4363450-15.html?tag=st.bl.3881-8-4363450-5.txt.3881-8-4363450-15
http://www.macromedia.com/exchange/dreamweaver/
http://home.cnet.com/webbuilding/0-3881-8-4363450-16.html?tag=st.bl.3881-8-4363450-5.txt.3881-8-4363450-16
http://www.macromedia.com/exchange/dreamweaver/
http://buzz.builder.com/cgi-bin/WebX?13@@.ee80757
http://buzz.builder.com/cgi-bin/WebX?13@@.ee80757
http://home.cnet.com/cgi-acc/clickthru.acc?clickid=0000fc55b57f509a00000000&adt=002:00:100&edt=0&cat=1:3880:3881:&site=CN
http://home.cnet.com/webbuilding/0-7255-8-4535879-1.html?tag=st.bl.3881.rt_col.7255-8-4535879-1
http://home.cnet.com/webbuilding/pages/Authoring/DreamweaverExchange/?tag=st.bl.3881.rt_col.bl_DreamweaverExchange
http://home.cnet.com/webbuilding/pages/Authoring/DreamweaverExchange/?tag=st.bl.3881.rt_col.bl_DreamweaverExchange
http://home.cnet.com/exredirect/template/1,10048,,00.html?tag=ex.bl.3881.rt_col.hp_dreamweaver&destURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ehelp%2Ecom%2Fcat%2F4%2F384%2F385%2F388%2Fhc%2Findex%2Ehtml
http://home.cnet.com/exredirect/template/1,10048,,00.html?tag=ex.bl.3881.rt_col.hp_dreamweaver&destURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ehelp%2Ecom%2Fcat%2F4%2F384%2F385%2F388%2Fhc%2Findex%2Ehtml


reach the Extension Manager (Commands · Manage Extensions, then
File · Install Extension). Once you restart Dreamweaver, this extension
adds a behavior to the program. If you add this behavior to a page, it
lets users easily add your page to their browser's Favorites menu. You
can also specify how the shortcut will appear in the user's browser. If
you set an exact title, an icon will appear if you use the shortcut icon
object. (This extension works for users of Internet Explorer 4.0 and
later.) To use the extension, just choose the Behaviors palette from the
Window menu and look under the Internet Explorer drop-drown menu.

12. Prefab forms
Why spend time coding forms when someone has already done the
work for you? Download the Form Builder extension at the Exchange
and you can instantly populate form fields for country codes, gender,
marital status, age group, and other categories. Download the 11K file
from the Exchange, then install it through the Extension Manager
(Commands · Manage Extensions, then File · Install Extension).
Once you restart Dreamweaver, you'll find the extension at Insert ·
FormBuilder. A dialog box will show all of your ready-made options
for creating your form.

More Authoring & Site Design coverage 

●   Design your pages 

●   Integrate with other

products 

●   Customize the interface 

●   Extend Dreamweaver 

Kim Wimpsett is the creator of soma.about.com and contributes
frequently to CNET Builder.com.
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